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ALI TOHSILIN KEYFIYYOTININ VO MOSGULLUGUN ARTIRILMASI: BOLONIYA
VO AZORBAYCAN CORCIVOLORININ MUQAYISOLI TODQIQATI

Xulasa

Moqalo Azorbaycanin ali tohsil siyasati iizro beynolxalq omokdasliq ¢orgivasinds olan Boloniya
prosesinin ali tohsil sistemino uygunlasdirilmasi iizro aparilan arasdirma barasindori. Azorbaycan
soffafliq, mobillik vo uygunluq prinsiplorini qobul etmaklo global amokdasligr inkisaf etdirmoys,
toloba vo miisllim miibadilasine imkan vermayo vo tadqiqat omokdashigini togviq etmoyo calisir.
Azorbaycanin Boloniya prosesini monimsomasi, tolobalori beynolxalq omok bazarinda ugura
hazirlayan dinamik tohsil miihitinin yaradilmasinda zomin rolunu oynayir. Azarbaycan ii¢ dovrali
sistem, kredit kd¢lirmo sistemlori va keyfiyyatin tominati prosedurlarini totbiq etmakls tolobslorinin
raqaboat qabiliyyatini yiiksaltmok, onlarin masgulluq imkanlarini artirmagq vo ali tohsil miiassisalorinin
diinya miqyasinda niifuzunu yiiksoltmok moqsadi dasiyir. Bu strateji yanagsmanin hoyata kegirilmasi
ayri-ayri tolobolorin akademik gostoricilorini artirmaqla yanasi, Azarbaycanin ali tohsil sektorunun
sosial-igtisadi inkisafinin vo iimumi ugurunun yiiksaldilmosinds miihiim rol oynayir.
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Introduction higher education collaboration and the European

Higher education is universally recognizedas ~ Higher Education Area. A three-cycle system,
promoting society, the economy, and individual  credit transfer, quality verification, lifelong
empowerment. Higher education policy needs  learning, and social inclusion are vital. European
international cooperation more than ever as the  and global higher education initiatives often
globe becomes increasingly linked. Since 2005,  follow these notions [12].

Azerbaijan has been a full member of the The Bologna  Process  demonstrates
Bologna Process, which was launched in 1999  Azerbaijan's commitment to international higher
as an ambitious project and has become a well-  education policy collaboration and its desire for
known framework for international higher  aligning its education system with global
education policy cooperation. standards by promoting the employability of

The Bologna Process has transformed higher ~ graduates for market demands. Aligning with
education beyond Europe. It has become a  global standards and prioritizing graduate
symbol of worldwide higher education policy  employability not only enhances individual
collaboration in Europe and elsewhere. The  students' competitiveness in the job market but
Bologna Process is an instrument for EU foreign  also advances the general growth and success of
policy and a benchmark for international higher ~ Azerbaijan's higher education industry on the
education policy, setting global standards for  world stage.
behavior. The Bologna Process developed
international higher education standards [12].

The Bologna Process promotes worldwide
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Literature review

| want to explore the topic of the Bologna
system's principles of external quality assurance
in Azerbaijan. | conducted a comprehensive
analysis of the current research on quality
assurance in Azerbaijan's higher education
system which has assumed a critical role in the
nation's efforts to create a market economy that
is socially oriented and improves the welfare of
its people. Azerbaijan has also taken proactive
steps to join the European Higher Education
Area, including ratifying the Bologna
Agreement in 2005 [5]. The nation wants to
develop highly competitive human capital that
can thrive in a globalized environment. This
requires creating settings that develop
innovation, modern education, and current-
standards instruction. Quality assurance is
necessary to organize guidance and resolve
issues. Azerbaijan's economy needs a modern,
effective education system that fosters lifelong
learning and the development of competencies,
social skills, and talents [11].

A comprehensive literature review can help
in drawing a comparative analysis between
Azerbaijan's QA system and the Bologna EQA
principles. | found the following themes to be
important to assess how well the Azerbaijani QA
system implements Bologna  principles,
including stakeholder interaction, external QA
methods, and quality enhancement practices.

In 2005, the European Ministers of Education
adopted the "Standards and Guidelines for
Quality Assurance in the European Higher
Education Area (ESG)," developed by the
European Association for Quality Assurance in
Higher Education (ENOA) and its member
organizations and the "E4 Group” (ENQA,
EUA, EURASHE, and ESA).

According to Stensaker, the evaluation of
quality assurance in higher education is still in
its early stages despite being discussed for
almost twenty years. Although interest in this
field is expanding, considerable work remains.
He also noted that this change may signal the end
of an exciting moment and the beginning of a
period of realism in the industry [9].

This year, Azerbaijan joined the Bologna
Process/European Higher Education Area.
European Higher Education Area and Bologna
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Process, n.d.-b Azerbaijan's Bologna Process
involvement is vital to quality assurance. By
adopting European higher education norms,
Azerbaijan intends to improve its education
system [11]. This involvement stimulates
cooperation, best practices, and uniform
standards and procedures in Europe higher
education Azerbaijan [11]. These initiatives aim
to improve higher education in Azerbaijan
through  fostering  quality, institutional
autonomy, and public accountability [11].
Azerbaijan recognizes the importance of quality
assurance in its higher education system to meet
21st-century demands, according to Adding
Mushtagov. Several efforts have been taken to
manage and improve quality assurance to meet
modern standards [10]. Azerbaijan must
comprehend and implement these strategies into
its external quality assurance methods to ensure
the credibility and effectiveness of its higher
education systems as it aligns them with global
standards.

It was reported in another literature that
integrating the Bologna Process with a
constructivist pedagogical approach can help
students learn and develop modern production
skills, aligning higher education with labor
market needs. If properly implemented, the
Bologna Process may eliminate overeducation
and guarantee graduates have employer-required

skills, improving employment [7].
Consequently, institutions must conduct
systematic impact evaluations of quality

assurance systems and actively develop their
own methodology and practices to improve their
performance and fit with future market needs
[3].
1.1 Consideration of internal
assurance
The harmonization of internal quality assurance
standards in Azerbaijan with the concepts of the
Bologna framework is crucial for elevating the
country's higher education system to worldwide
standards,  promoting  cooperation, and
guaranteeing the provision of excellent
education. Azerbaijan's adoption of the Bologna
principles displays its dedication to improving
the quality and pertinence of educational
programs, boosting the employability of
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graduates, and gaining international acclaim for
its degrees.

Azerbaijan's education system relies heavily on
quality assurance and competent administration.
The country's dedication to ethical procedures
inside its institutions is evident via the presence
of skilled academic and administrative
executives who manage quality assurance
systems, assess academic progress, and
promptly resolve difficulties. Moreover,
allocating funds towards state-of-the-art
amenities such as classrooms, laboratories,
libraries, and digital resources enhance the
academic achievements, research initiatives, and
innovative capabilities of higher education
establishments.

1.2 Creating useful methods

Azerbaijan's great higher education depends on
a well-organized instructional environment.
Schools can comply with international standards
and improve transparency and effectiveness by
following the Ministry of Education and
Science's recommendations and Bologna
Process. To demonstrate success and preserve
institutional growth, follow the credit system,
provide high-quality instructional content, and
schedule exams. These components help set
goals, save money, and ensure educational
quality. Interactive and innovative teaching
methods are improving student engagement and
academic performance in Azerbaijani schools
like ATM. Our method emphasizes students'
problem-solving, simulation, and multimedia
presenting skills. This gives pupils real-world
skills and expertise. Diversity, great teaching
materials, and worldwide standards like the
Bologna Process show Azerbaijan's
commitment to academic achievement and
modern education. Competency-based
education, international standards, and engaging
learning environments may help Azerbaijani
institutions become more competitive, recruit
diverse students, and grow the education
industry.

1.3 Peer-review experts

External quality verification in Azerbaijan
involves the participation of independent expert
groups, which includes students, with the aim of
enhancing the quality of higher education. These
individuals, including educators, researchers,
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students, and corporations, offer diverse
perspectives and specialized knowledge to
assess educational programs and organizations.
Azerbaijan's accrediting organizations might
enhance their understanding of educational
processes and assess programs more effectively
by taking into account several views. The
presence of key processes ensures that expert
advice is both valuable and consistent. Experts
with diverse backgrounds and perspectives are
selected for a balanced panel. In order to provide
precise assessments, these experts must possess
extensive expertise in their respective fields and
a thorough understanding of the quality
assurance architecture. They provide cross-
cultural concepts, global norms, and education
best practices to the quality assurance process,
sometimes as peers in peer review panels.
Azerbaijani accrediting committees play a vital
role in certifying educational institutions based
on the Bologna standards. These committees
prioritize transparency and accountability, using
reliable data and universally accepted criteria to
establish  confidence among educational
institutions,  certifying  authorities, and
stakeholders, and to enhance the quality of
higher education. The implementation of
Bologna's quality assurance, transparency, and
continuous  development  principles by
Accreditation Commissions enhances the higher
education  environment in  Azerbaijan.
Azerbaijan's higher education institutions
benefit from their commitment to global
standards and collaboration, which enables them
to achieve worldwide quality benchmarks and
progress in line with industry best practices.

1.4 Criteria for Outcomes

In order to ensure openness, equity, and
trustworthiness, the rating of educational
institutions in Azerbaijan necessitates the use of
defined education standards criteria in external
quality certification systems. These standards
ensure that quality assurance findings are not
influenced by government decisions, hence
enhancing transparency and responsibility.
Article 29.0.28 of Azerbaijan's "Law on
Education™ regulates the accreditation of both
local and international educational institutions,
branches, and representative offices. These
criteria  prioritize  the development of
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challenging curriculum, the upkeep of facilities,
and the assessment of teacher competency to
guarantee  that  Azerbaijani  educational
institutions adhere to legal requirements and
fulfill their obligations [8].

Azerbaijan emphasizes the need of exact
standards, comprehensive assessments, and an
impartial quality assurance agency to promote
education excellence, enhance the prestige of
educational institutions, and provide a strong
educational environment. Adhering to these
regulations and benchmarks can improve the
responsibility of education in Azerbaijan,
thereby benefiting students, educators, and
society as a whole.

1.5 Reporting

The higher education sector in Azerbaijan
requires more openness and accessibility in
external quality assurance processes in order to
foster accountability and enhance overall
performance. Expert reports provide
information to academics, corporate partners,
and the public, influencing the activities of
institutions and demonstrating their societal
impact. Employer and student representatives,
along with the institution's Scientific Council or
governing body, can enhance the legitimacy and
effectiveness of accreditation evaluations in
Azerbaijan by reading the Self-Assessment
Report. Engaging stakeholders may provide
valuable perspectives and ensure that evaluation
outcomes accurately reflect the institution's
performance and impact. Azerbaijan can
improve its higher education sector by adhering
to established norms and standards, involving
stakeholders in evaluation procedures, and
fostering transparency and responsibility.

1.6 Complaints and appeals

The external quality assurance of Azerbaijan's
rating institutions should be transparent,
equitable, and responsible. In order to ensure
justice and openness, it is imperative that
Azerbaijani institutions are aware of the
processes for lodging complaints and appeals
about external quality assurance. The
Azerbaijani complaints system should allow
institutions to challenge assessment
management. If individuals can provide
information that demonstrates the absence of
supporting evidence, the misapplication of
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criteria, or inconsistencies in procedures, they
have the option to challenge the outcomes of the
examination.

The Azerbaijani Appeals Commission will
provide fair and transparent resolution of issues
related to higher education quality and
accountability by implementing the Bologna
Process. In order to enhance Azerbaijani higher
education, external quality assurance must meet
these norms.

Conclusion

Azerbaijan aims to provide sustainable and
easily accessible education of high quality,
which promotes comprehensive student growth
and enhances worldwide academic knowledge
and creativity by adhering to quality assurance
norms aligned with the Bologna process. This
comprehensive strategy assists students and
showcases Azerbaijan as a dominant force in
global education, well prepared for achievement
and collaboration.

Azerbaijan's higher education system might

enhance  transparency, mobility, and
compatibility by embracing the Bologna
Process. This alignment enhances global

cooperation, facilitates student and faculty
exchanges, and promotes research collaboration.
Azerbaijan's adoption of the Bologna Process
demonstrates its dedication to establishing a
vibrant educational setting that equips students
for an evolving global marketplace.
Azerbaijan's adherence to the Bologna Process
guarantees that its graduates possess the
necessary skills and qualifications to effectively
participate in the global job market. Azerbaijan
enhances the competitiveness of its students by
implementing a three-cycle system, credit
transfer systems, and quality assurance methods,
so boosting their capacity to get employment and
their potential for professional advancement.
Azerbaijan  enhances its  socioeconomic
development and elevates the reputation of its
higher education institutions by embracing
international standards.
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MOBBIIIEHUE KAUECTBA BBICIIIEI'O OBPA3OBAHMSA 1 BO3SMOKHOCTEM
TPYJIOYCTPOMCTBA: CPABHUTEJIbHOE HCCJIEJOBAHHUE BOJIOHCKOW 1
A3EPBAUT/KAHCKOU PAMOK

Pe3rome
B nokxymenTte uccrnemyetcst ctpemiieHue AszepOaiijkaHa yaydIIUTh CBOK CHUCTEMY BBICILIETO
o0Opa3oBaHMs MyTeM IPHUBEICHUS €€ B COOTBETCTBUE ¢ BOIIOHCKUM MpoIieccoM, KOTOPBIN sBIISETCS
OCHOBOM MEXAYHapOJHOTO COTPYAHHYECTBA B OOJIACTH MOJUTHKH BBICIIET0 0Opa3oBaHUS.
AzepbaiikaH CTpEeMUTCS pa3BUBaATh I100AIbHOE COTPYIHUYECTBO, pa3peiiaTh OOMEHbI CTyI€HTaMu
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U TIPENOJABATEISIMU U IOOLIPATHh HMCCIEA0BATEIIBCKOE COTPYAHUYECTBO, MPUHUMAS IPUHLIMIIBI
MIPO3pavyHOCTH, MOOUIIBHOCTHU U coBMecTuMocTu. [Ipunsatie Azepbaiimkanom boigoHckoro nporecca
JEMOHCTPHPYET €0 MPUBEPKEHHOCTh CO3JAHHIO JUHAMHYHON 00pa3oBaTeIbHOM Cpeibl, KOTopas
TOTOBUT CTYACHTOB K yCII€Xy Ha MEXAYHAPOJHOM PBIHKE TpyAa. A3epOaiiiykaH CTpEMUTCS TOBBICUTH
KOHKYPEHTOCTIOCOOHOCTh CBOMX CTYACHTOB, YIYUYIIUTh HX BO3MOXHOCTH TPYAOYCTPOWCTBA W
MOJIHATH MUPOBOM MPECTUk CBOUX BBICHINX YUE€OHBIX 3aBEJCHHI IMyTeM BHEAPEHUS TPEXYPOBHEBOMI
CHCTEMBI, CHCTEM IIepPeBO/Ia KPEIUTOB M Mpoleayp oOecredeHus KadecTBa. Peammszanus 3TOro
CTPATETMYECKOr0 IOAXO0AAa HE TOJBKO IOBBIIIAECT AKaJEMHUUYECKYI0 YCIEBAEMOCTb OTHEJIbHBIX
CTYJICHTOB, HO TAK)K€ UTPAET BAXKHYIO POJIb B MPOJBUKEHUH COLUAIIBHO-3KOHOMHUYECKOTO POCTa U
o01iero ycnexa cekropa BbIciiero oopazoBanus AzepOaiiaxana.

KuaroueBbie cioBa: Briciiee oOpazoBanue, booHCkHiI mporecc, 3aHSATOCThb, TPEXIHKIOBAs
CUCTEMA, MUPOBBIE€ CTAHJAPThI, COLIMAIIBHO-IKOHOMUYECKOE pPa3BUTHE.
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ENHANCING HIGHER EDUCATION QUALITY AND EMPLOYABILITY: A
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF BOLOGNA AND AZERBAIJAN FRAMEWORKS

Abstract

The paper explores Azerbaijan's dedication to improving its higher education system by aligning
it with the Bologna Process, which is a framework for international collaboration on higher education
policies. Azerbaijan seeks to advance global cooperation, allow exchanges of students and teachers,
and encourage research collaboration by adopting the principles of transparency, mobility, and
compatibility. Azerbaijan's embrace of the Bologna Process displays its commitment to creating a
dynamic educational setting that prepares students for success in the international labor market.
Azerbaijan aims to raise the competitiveness of its students, improve their employability, and elevate
the worldwide prestige of its higher education institutions by implementing a three-cycle system,
credit transfer systems, and quality assurance procedures. Implementing this strategic approach not
only enhances the academic performance of individual students but also plays a significant role in
advancing the socioeconomic growth and overall success of Azerbaijan's higher education sector.

Keywords: Higher education, Bologna process, employment, three-cycle system, global
standards, socio-economic development.
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